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Diary Dates

Hull Friends of the Earth meetings are usually held

on the first Thursday of every month, 7-9pm, both in
person and on Zoom. Please come along! To join on
Zoom, email Claire in advance: hello@hfoe.org.uk

Friday 22 to Monday 25 April
Good to Grow Weekend:
www.goodtogrowuk.org/good_to_grow_day/

Wednesday 27th April  
Various activities planned in connection with Drax

AGM, protesting about their burning of forest trees.
Contact Claire for details [see back page].

Thursday 5 May 7-9pm 
HFOE meeting, online via Zoom.

Sunday 14 May - 25 June Various locations
FOE Groundswell Campaigning Event

friendsoftheearth.uk/climate/groundswell-2022-

grassroots-campaigning-event

Wednesday 11 to Saturday 21 May 
Together We Can Summit. Transition Together
transitiontogether.org.uk/events/summit2022/

Saturday 14 May 12 noon-10pm
Rootstock! Live music, fire show, arts & crafts, stalls,
pizza & BBQ at Rooted in Hull, St Peter's St, HU9 1AA

Sunday 22 May 11am-4pm 
Friends of Thwaite Gardens' Open Day at former Hull

University Botanic Gardens, Cottingham. See page 16

Thursday 9 June 2022 7-9pm [NOTE unusual date] 
HFOE AGM in person at Cottingham Civic Hall

[Oak Room on the first floor] and on Zoom.

Saturday 2 July 2022  
ECO deadline: submissions to ecohullfoe@gmail.com

Thursday 7 July 7-9pm 

HFOE meeting, online via Zoom.

Saturday 5 November 
Green Fair, Cottingham Civic Hall. Contact Hilary at

hilary@amskaya.karoo.co.uk/01482 445747 with ideas.

Eco is produced quarterly in January, April, July and

October. You can receive it by email, post or both
(see back page). For up-to-date online news of

activities between Ecos, become a member of HFOE,

see back page. Please note membership is separate

from membership of national Friends of the Earth.
Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, 
Visit our website at hfoe.org.uk

For contact details and 'regular 
members', please see the back page

3 Buckthorn planting on the Green Corridor
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Biofuelwatch/Anti-Drax/Dogwood Alliance -
Rohan Lewis
Marinet – Rohan Lewis
UKWIN – Shahab Razzaki
Active Travel/Sustainable transport/Cyc City
– Alan Gribben, Andrew Gibson
Left for Nature/Nature Everywhere/Save the
Bees - Claire, Lucy, Kay, Glynis, Alister 
Carbon Neutral/Hull & ERYC – Claire Gribben
Green Jobs/Green & Fair - Alister Heywood
Trees/Heywoods – Rohan Lewis

Key Campaigns and Officers

 
 

Who can believe it's April already? With blossom trees
blooming, pollinators awaking and birds nesting there
are moments of hope among the headlines. 
  In issue number 77, we have disappointing updates
on the East Yorkshire fossil-fuel drilling site West
Newton from HFOE's Claire Gribben and Fossil Free
East Yorkshire - see pages 11 and 12.
  On page 5, Claire Gribben and Hilary Byers reflect on
the launch of Hull's Butterfly City initiative; plus you
can find out more about our fabulous new website. 
  The cost of living crisis is affecting us all and so on
page 6 we look at how to lower bills and help save the
planet as cheaply and effectively as possible, while on
page 7, Alan Gribben rounds up recent transport news.
   There's a fascinating insight into lunar planting on
page 8 and on page 9 we come back down to earth
with new eco-cooperative Susdrainable, a fantastic,
collaborative addition to the local circular economy.
  Fairtrade comes under the spotlight on page 10, with 

Coordinator – Claire Gribben
Treasurer/Membership - Rohan Lewis
Secretary - shared role 
Eco Editor - Alister Heywood
Social Media – Facebook & Twitter: 

Press/Media - Alister Heywood 
Planning - Paul Collinson
Website - Emily Gallagher

 
Hull Friends of the Earth

       Andrew Gibson/ Alan Gribben; 
       Instagram: Glynis Neslen/Claire Gribben

 

Near and Fair's review of the year's activities, while on
page 13, Paul Collinson reports on a recent fact-finding
awayday to RHS Wisley, near Guildford, Surrey. 
  On page 16, there's a look at the Green Claims Code,
which aims to stop online greenwashing - something that
definitely can't be said of local company Bio-D, after it
passed stringent checks to receive the prestigious B-Corp
status - see page 15. Here, too, is a call to stand with
Ukraine in seeking a ban on Russian and Belorussian wood
imports, while on page 16, national FOE's Rebecca Murray
gives her take on government planning reform.
  If it's all getting a bit too much, head to page 14, where
you'll find the recipe for Emily Gallagher's Vegan Mac 'n'
Cheese, guaranteed to make the world seem kinder. 
   And if that's got you fired up, come along and join us -
details are on the back page! All the best,

  Hull FOE News
Welcome to the spring
2022 edition of ECO! 
Alister Heywood (editor)
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HULL FoE enjoyed taking part in a week long re-launch 
of the Butterfly City project in Hull. 
  The project aims to create a sustainable habitat for
our critical pollinating insects by planting alder
buckthorn - a native tree that particularly attracts the
brimstone butterfly - throughout the city. 
  Over the week, 1,500 trees were given away by various
community groups. Below are some pictures of the Hull
FoE stall at one event at Constable Street community
allotment.  Also, pictured right, our social media lead
Alan braving the rain to get involved at the start of the
week at Pickering Road Community Orchard. 
  Watch this space for more information on this exciting
nature recovery programme for our city - Claire.

 

Claire Gribben and Hilary Byers reflect on #ButterflyCity's February relaunch

WONDER WEB:  hfoe.org.uk/  
Our wonderful website coordinator, Emily
Gallagher, has created a fantastic new
online offer for the group. 
  With expert assistance from Lauren
Saunders, plus Claire and Alan Gribben,
the new website allows us to add, remove
and update content quickly and easily,
keeping it fresh and, we hope, engaging. 
  You'll find information about HFOE, our
campaigns, events and activities, contact
details and a blog, plus plenty of pictures
and, of course, editions of Eco.

We'd love to know what you think, so if
you have any thoughts, suggestions,
content or campaign ideas, please get 
in touch - the details are on the website!
  We also welcome contributions, either
for Eco or in blog form. So, if you are
passionate about permaculture, curious
about carbon capture, niggled by net 
zero or have another green theme in
mind, send your submission or pitch to
hello@hfoe.org.uk or
ecohullfoe@gmail.com

Hull Friends of the Earth has a new website - go on, pay us a visit

Butterfly City at Constable Community Allotment

Pickering Road Community Orchard

WE were lucky with the weather when Transition and
Permaculture Hull, HFOE and others met at Constable
Community Allotment in February. We swapped seeds
and picked up alder buckthorn whips to plant to attract
brimstone butterflies.
  We also enjoyed talking about our upcoming activities,
including campaigns to end government support for
fossil fuels and why burning woodchips in Drax power
station should not be classed as ‘renewable energy’.
  I was particularly interested to see how the allotment's
roundhouse had progressed. It’s a nice place for about
a dozen people to meet up in the open air.
  Most of all, it was good to see each other and chat
again without a screen between us! - Hilary 
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Try to make your home as draught-free as
possible. If you can't replace old single-
glazed windows, with double or secondary
glazing, try sealing doors and windows,
creating a draught lobby if practical and if
regulations allow. Even curtains and blinds add
to the energy savings – thermally lining your
curtains can reduce heat loss by up to 14%.
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Heating our homes accounts for roughly 15% of the UK's emissions. But
measures such as installing cavity wall insulation could help reduce your bills 
by up to 20% and your emissions by more than half, says Friends of the Earth

More information:
.simpleenergyadvice.org.uk/
energysavingtrust.org.uk/advice/draught-proofing/

Lower bills, less impact

The roof area is the cheapest to fix, using economical mineral wool insulation.
It requires protective clothing to install, but gives good fire resistance and
excellent sound insulation. Greener options include sheep’s wool quilt or loose
cellulose made from recycled newspaper. Also ensure the loft hatch is sealed.

When it comes to the walls, in many older homes
with no double layer of brickwork, the options can
narrow down to internal solid wall insulation, which
can be expensive to install, particularly if secondary
wall surfaces are built.

If your home has a chimney, block it! Around
4% of a home’s heat can disappear up a
chimney. You can use a simple device like the
Chimney Sheep, which is a thick layer of felt
that's inserted in the chimney when the fire-
place isn’t in use, then removed if lighting a
                      fire. Alternatively, take the
                      fireplace out of action and
                      install a chimney balloon.

25%

35% 25%

15%
Floors - especially in
old homes - are often
a major source of
energy loss. Around
10% of a property’s
heat flows out through
gaps in the timbers,
which is like leaving a
small window open all
the time. 
  Filling gaps can save
up to £40 per room a
year. Better still, and if
you can, fit underfloor
insulation.

 

Look at how you
use energy and
water at home.
Changing your
behaviour, being
more mindful, is 
a very effective
way to maximise
energy efficiency
around the home.



Travel Hull Campaign 
IN MARCH, Hull City Council launched its
Travel Hull campaign with posters, bus
advertisements, a website and social media
accounts. The campaign, which is backed
by Hull Friends of the Earth (HFOE),
encourages people to walk-it, bike-it or
bus-it as an alternative to driving. Some of
our members took part in a photo-shoot
for the website which can be accessed at
www.travelhull.co.uk. Please let us know
what you think by emailing
hello@hfoe.org.uk so we can pass on the
feedback.

Northern Rail timetable cuts
Some potentially disappointing news that
state-operated Northern Rail, which runs
trains from Hull to Scarborough, Halifax
and Sheffield, may be reducing services in
May due to changes in travel patterns
following the pandemic. 
  Trains on the Yorkshire Coast line, which
runs from Hull to Scarborough via Beverley
and Bridlington, were cut from half-hourly
to hourly in the December timetable due
to a shortage of drivers and we're hoping
these will increase again. 
  With the threat of climate change and
increasing congestion it's now more
important than ever that we have regular,
reliable and affordable public transport
options. We await further details but this
may need to become a key campaigning
point. In the meantime please write to your
MP and Freepost NORTHERN RAILWAY
or email feedback@northernrailway.co.uk  

Hull Transport Strategy
Hull City Council has launched a refreshed
transport strategy for 2021-2026 and is
inviting responses to its consultation at
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HFOE had input into. We also undertook site
visits with Hull City Council officers.
  Once complete, we intend to conduct a
group test ride and have a launch event in
conjunction with other active travel and
environmental groups that have been
undertaking work along part of the route.
Stand by for details. 
  Unfortunately, the East Riding Council side
of the scheme along Hull Road and Thwaite
Street in Cottingham appears to be the weak
link. Thwaite Street was recently resurfaced
but the advisory painted lines (often referred
to as murder strips) have been replaced like
for like. They are too narrow and often
blocked by parked cars. 
  A shared use cyclist/pedestrian scheme on
Hull Road is inappropriate for a urban area. It
is obstructed by street furniture and the lines
narrow at pinch-points, encouraging
dangerous close passes by drivers. HFOE
members responded to the initial
consultation warning of these concerns and
tried to get a site visit along with Cottingham
Parish Council. However, East Riding Council
did not take up the offer and proceeded with
the scheme anyway.

Transport round-up
By Alan Gribben – Sustainable Transport Lead

www.hull.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/
consultation-and-feedback/
consultations-and-surveys 
The survey is open until 28 May 2022 and
there is a prize draw of up to £500. HFOE
will be submitting a formal group response
so please email hello@hfoe.org.uk with any
points you think we should include. Our
response will be published in our website
blog and in the next issue of Eco.

E-bike hire
E-bikes are a great way to extend your
cycling distance and a fantastic alternative

to the car for older people or those with
disabilities who might otherwise struggle. 
  They have a fraction of the embedded
carbon emissions of an electric vehicle,
don't cause congestion and the charging
infrastructure already exists in every home
and business. Prices, whilst much lower
than a new car, can still be expensive. 
  Local charity R-evolution have launched a
fleet of six e-bikes that are available to hire
for £20 per day (plus security deposit) from
their hubs in Hull Trinity market and at Hull
University. If you've thought about trying
an e-bike but you're not sure why not pop
along and give it a go? 

New bike hubs
Following the success of the hub in Hull's
Trinity Market, Hull City Council have
awarded charity R-evolution a contract to
provide three community cycle hubs across
the city offering bike libraries, cycle
maintenance, training, repairs and guided
rides. The locations are to be confirmed.

Cycle Lanes
Work continues on the Beverley Road and
Hull to Cottingham cycle schemes which

CAMPAIGN
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Lunar Planting, or Moon Gardening, is a
agricultural schedule that uses the phase
of the moon to determine the best time
to sow, transplant, cultivate and harvest
plants. It has been practised across
generations throughout the world. 
  There is evidence of Celtic and Maori
communities gardening by the moon,
while Roman historian Pliny the Elder even
offers advice on it. Philosopher, esoterist
and social reformer Rudolf Steiner (b. 1861)
brought lunar planting into the modern
era, along with other biodynamic theories
around organic gardening and agriculture. 
  Yet it was his student Lili Kolisko (b.1889)
who demonstrated that plants raised by
the moon did actually grow and taste
better. Her findings have been difficult to
replicate, however, with some subsequent
research supporting and other studies
undermining her claims. 
  The horticulturalists among us know
that cultivation is an art-form (perhaps a
reason for investigatory inconsistency?).
Some dismiss horticultural activity's
synchronisation with the moon as myth,
but countless farmers, gardeners and
growers swear by the method.
  It is an idea based on the concept of
'geotropism', or the effect that gravity
has on plants.  It is argued that the same
gravitational effect the moon has on the
tides also has an impact on the sap found
in seeds and plants. When it's nearly a full
moon, for example, moisture in the soil is
drawn up to the surface, encouraging
seeds to swell, burst and sprout.
  Across the monthly(ish) lunar cycle, the
moon travels through four main phases;
New, Full, and two quarter phases. The
moon waxes (grows in light) for the first
half of its cycle, as it moves from a New
Moon to a Full Moon, before waning 

(diminishing in light) for the second half,
as it moves from a Full to a New Moon. The
quarter phases are simply the mid-point
between a waxing and waning moon.
  As the moon increases illumination and
its gravitational pull on the Earth, you
work with plants that need moisture and
energy above ground - your leafy or
flowering/fruiting annuals. As it wanes,
you work with plants that require energy
below ground - vegetables or perennials
that need a strong root system to
survive the winter.

PHASES
New Moon: 
Rest during this transition period.

First quarter / waxing crescent: 
Leafy, above-ground annuals (and
cereals). When the moonlight is low, 
and growing. Think lettuces, cabbages,
spinach, chard and herbs. Also a good
time to mow lawns, graft and prune, 
and apply liquid fertiliser.

Second quarter / waxing gibbous:
Fruiting or flowering above-ground
annuals (and cereals). When the
moonlight is high, and growing. Think
tomatoes, squashes, peas and all your
flowers. Also a good time to mow lawns,
graft and prune.

LUNAR
PLANTING
The time for seed
sowing is upon us!
Why not try Lunar
Planting this year?
says Lauren Saunders

Full Moon: 
Rest during this transition period. Some
believe that now is the time to harvest
above-ground plants, as fruits will be
swollen, whereas other schools of
thought believe no activity should
happen on this day!

Third quarter / waning gibbous: 
Root plants, and perennials
When the moonlight is high, and
diminishing. Think carrots, parsnips,
garlic, bulbs, trees and shrubs. Also a
good time to harvest (as water is sent
back down the plant for use by non-
harvestable parts), use soil-based
fertilisers, mow lawns and prune.

Last quarter / waning crescent: The
'barren' period
When the moonlight is low, and
diminishing. This is known as the
'barren' period as the Earth's water table
is receding out of reach. A good time to
harvest and store crops, use soil-based
fertilisers, transport things, destroy
weeds and prune. Or, simply allow your
soil to rest.

New Moon: 
Rest during this transition period.

Continues on page 9



9

Another associated theory is called
Astrological Agriculture. This is an
approach put forward by Maria Thun 
(b. 1922), in which the signs of the
zodiac influence plant growth. 
  In Thun's theory, when the moon is in
a constellation associated with water
(such as Pisces) leafy crops will do
better, whereas root crops should be
planted when the moon is in an earthy
constellation (such as Taurus). 
  Although not as popular as standard
lunar planting, there's no harm in trying
garden on the right astrological days
within the lunar quarters ... just in case!
  You can find plenty of lunar planting
calculators online. Or, use mine!
I have decided that I'll be lunar planting
this growing season (between March
and October) as part of my current
drawing practice. 
  Wait, what? How is gardening related
to drawing? Well, I've been exploring
Geopoetics, an interdisciplinary
practice concerned with meaningful
expressions of the Earth, and learning
what that means to me and my artistic
practice.
  Environmental artist Timo Jokela
writes about the creative importance of
nature-based space:time interactions,
such as foraging, hunting, fishing, for
artists who work with the land. For me,
the most prominent space:time
interaction is growing. 
  The poet and academic Eric Magrane
writes about the philosophical
implications of creative human:non-
human collaborations. What is a
collaboration? What could that look
like? What natural processes can I
harness, or contribute creatively to?
Isn't the cultivation of land a
collaborative practice? How can I
understand, connect to, or intervene
with nature in a way that enhances it?
And where's the line between
ecological enhancement and
exploitation? I'm consciously exploring
seasonality, cycles, balance, and
chance over the coming months... and
growing is one such way that I'm
getting hands-on direct experience
with all of those things.
  And I get food at the end of it too!

Continued from page 8

Could this be MAGIC?

Susdrainable is a new workers'
cooperative specialising in the design
and installation of small-scale retrofit
Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS), such as rain gardens,
rainwater storage  and rain planters. 
  As well as reducing surface water
flood risk, these installations help to
reduce water pollution, increase
biodiversity, and improve urban
green spaces.
  The cooperative aims to be part of
the transition towards a more
regenerative, circular local economy,
offering services including full garden
design and water-butt installation. 
  We caught up with director Dan
Galbraith at Priory Baptist Church in
Hull, where he was constructing rain-
water storage from recycled wood.   
  Already on site and full of life are
two impressive rain planters. These
receive water directly from a
downpipe. As well as slowing down
the flow of surface water, rain
planters also help reduce pollution
and increase biodiversity.
  Susdrainable is the result of a
collaboration between Timebank
Hull & East Riding, members of the
Community Action for Water project
Mobilising Adaptation: Governance of
Infrastructure through Coproduction
(MAGIC) and Living With Water. 
The project is trialling new ways 
of reducing flood risks in our urban
areas while making them healthier
places to be.

Cooperative aims for A Better
Future for People and Planet 

storing or re-using surface water at source
decreasing flow rates to watercourses
improving water quality

According to the British Geological Survey: 
In natural environments, rain falls on
permeable surfaces and soaks into the ground;
this process is called infiltration.
  In urban areas, many surfaces are sealed by
buildings and paving, so natural infiltration is
limited. Instead, drainage networks consisting
of pipes and culverts divert surface water to
local watercourses. 
  In some cases, this has resulted in
downstream flooding and deterioration in river
water quality. This is caused when foul sewers
are overwhelmed by surface water, leading to
a release of dirty water into rivers.
  SuDS aim to alleviate these problems by:

What are SuDS? 

Man on a mission: Susdrainable director Dan Galbraith

Rain planter at Priory Baptist Church

Rain planter at Priory Baptist Church

http://www.laurensaundersart.co.uk/


Discounted rates for BAFTS’ annual
conference
Discounts and offers from BAFTS
shop members
Monthly newsletter
Vibrant fair trade and ethical community
Use of Friends of BAFTS’ logo on your
website

The British Association for Fair Trade
Shops and Suppliers (BAFTS) are keen to
connect with the huge network of fair trade
supporters and campaign groups around
the country and invite you to become a
Friend of BAFTS. In exchange you’ll get
the monthly newsletter, discounts from
some of our shop members (including
Near & Fair in Hull). You’ll also know you
are supporting local fair trade shops and
businesses, and helping promote the work
of fair trade producers around the world.
You can apply as an individual or a non-
trading group.

Membership benefits

 
Membership costs £20 per year payable
by standing order. If you are interested,
email MembershipSupport@bafts.org.uk
to request a form.

Sites of Interest 
NearAndFair.co.uk (or visit Trinity Market
Arcade, Tues-Sat, 9:30am-4pm)
BAFTS – bafts.org.uk
Fairtrade Foundation – fairtrade.org.uk
R-evolution – r-evolution.org.uk (or visit
Trinity Market Arcade, or Station Road,
Cottingham)
LWPlants.com (or visit on the corner of
Parliament Street and Whitefriargate)

 

Fairtrade Fortnight is an annual event that
takes place throughout the UK during the
last week of February and first week of
March. Organised by the Fairtrade
Foundation, this year's theme was
“Choose the World You Want” and was
centred around climate change.
  During Fairtrade Fortnight, focus is
primarily on the farmers who grow the
food we love, especially bananas, tea,
coffee, and cocoa. 
  Of course, these are the farmers at the
forefront of the challenges presented by
climate change, and the Fortnight gave
ample opportunities for “meeting” such
farmers online, hearing about their lives
and the challenges they face, asking them
questions. 
  Many of the recorded meetings are
available to view on YouTube, along with
informational videos about Fairtrade.
Search for “Fairtrade Foundation”. 

Community events

As a fair trade shop in Hull, we were
pleased to be the first to hire one of the
new pop-up stalls in Trinity Market Arcade,
a stone's throw from our permanent retail
unit. We filled the pop-up with photographs,
posters and fliers, plus free samples of
Fairtrade teabags and Divine  dark
chocolate, along with sheets of fun stickers. 
  On the first Tuesday, we took a sample
of the fair trade items we stock to Hull
University Student's Union, where we were
joined by R-evolution Bike Hub, plant-
sellers LW Plants, and Dare To Bee, a
stall selling locally produced honey and
bee-themed jewellery. Free fairtrade tea
and coffee was served to students, and
the on-campus Spar had a display of stock
carrying the Fairtrade mark. 
  Other events  across the city included
quizzes, raffles, virtual and in-person
coffee mornings, plus special displays in
participating supermarkets and other
stores. Many schools had lessons about
fair trade, and supporters who attended
online business meetings had the chance
to display a special fair trade backdrop.
  All in all, we felt that during the Fortnight,
fair trade was very well promoted across
the UK, and very well received by those
learning about it for the first time. As a
shop, we are registered with BAFTS (see
right). We have always been proud to be
involved with the fair trade community and
feel optimistic about the movement's future.

FOCUS ON FAIRTRADE    

Friends Fairtrade Fortnight 2022 

By Julie Jenkyns
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Along with fellow Hull Friends of the
Earth (HFOE) members I joined around
50 other concerned citizens outside
County Hall, Beverley, in March to protest
against the expansion of the West
Newton oil field in Holderness.   
  Unfortunately, the vote passed with a
10-1 majority, with several reasons
given for approval. The application was a
scaled-back version of Rathlin Energy's
proposal from September 2021, which
was originally rejected for various
reasons, including increased traffic, and
involves 4 additional wells as opposed to
the 6 originally proposed. 
  There were more than 400 objections,
including our own group's detailed
statement. Here are a few of the
discussion points and my thoughts from
the committee meeting:

TRAFFIC
HGV movements will be limited to 20
per day (10 each way). This will still be a
significant amount of traffic on narrow
roads, which I am pretty certain will limit
the likelihood of pedestrians and cyclists
wanting to use the route, despite the fact
that the highways officer [said he]
would be quite happy to cycle.

CONCERNS
Disappointingly, it was insinuated that the
majority of objectors were NIMBYs 
only concerned about their immediate
neighbourhood. The committee members
·suggested they themselves were
thinking about the good of everyone, not
just their local area in approving the
application.  

SECURITY
·The committee took the view that there
was still a need for a secure energy
supply during the transition period to Net
Zero by 2050, the UK's official target. 
  The idea that we can carry on as normal
until this date is a worrying reflection of
the mindset governing future planning
applications. We will not achieve self
sufficiency by extracting more fossil fuels
- prices are set globally not nationally,
and renewables take a lot less time to set
up and produce viable energy sources. 
   You can read more about this on the
national FOE website:
friendsoftheearth.uk/climate/how-can-
uk-secure-affordable-energy-everyone

WORRYING 
There were other worrying statements
from committee members, including the
flawed suggestion that renewable energy
cables have sheaths derived from oil, 
that industrialisation of the countryside 
is inevitable and results in better roads,
and that renewables cannot meet our
energy needs. 

WEAKNESS
My overriding feeling is that the approval
was the result of weak planning policy
that does not take into account the
climate emergency or the level of local
objections. Perhaps this needs to be
where the focus is now for the group-
lobbying government, local councillors
and decision makers to ensure that the
decision-making process is robust and
protects our precious Earth for the
generations to come.

 

  East Riding Council gives fossil fuels green light despite climate emergency 

Oil drilling expansion approved
By Claire Gribben

WRONG 
Firstly local people fighting for their
neighbourhoods is a positive thing as
these are the people who know their
area best.
Additionally, many of the objectors - 
 including those from HFOE - do not live
in the vicinity of the site. 
Thirdly, the climate emergency will have
the greatest impact on those who have
done least to cause the issues, including
future generations. In approving this
application, the East Riding planning
committee were definitely not thinking
strategically and about the long term.

TREES
There will be increased tree coverage
around the area of the site. 
This is positive, however it will be many
years before any level of coverage will
provide any substantial level of screening
or benefit.

·

During the hearing, Rathlin Energy
made two promises that were not
in their written planning statement:

1. If they strike gas, they will pipe
it to Saltend for steam reformation
(hydrogen generation), not flaring
on site as previously indicated.

2. If they find oil, it will be used
locally at Saltend or Immingham as
chemical feedstock, not sold as
fuel for transportation. 

To watch:

CAMPAIGN
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https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate/how-can-uk-secure-affordable-energy-everyone


The UK government has commissioned the
British Geological Survey to advise on the latest
scientific evidence around shale gas extraction.
  In November 2019, ministers announced a
moratorium on activity in England after a report
by the North Sea Transition Authority found it
was not possible to accurately predict the
probability or magnitude of earthquakes linked
to hydraulic fracturing operations.
  In a press release on 5 April, the Department
for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy
(BEIS) said: "While shale gas extraction is not the
solution to near-term price issues, it is right that
all possible energy generation and production
methods are kept on the table following the
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine by President
Putin’s regime."
 A report is expected before the end of June.

Friends of the Earth says:
Almost all our energy can reliably come from
renewable energy generated by wind, waves
and sun. Renewables have been generating
more energy than coal in the UK since 2016. The
technology works and costs are falling .
  Coal is due to come off the system soon – and
renewables are ready to close this gap, without
the need for fracking. We could have almost-
fully-renewable electricity in the next decade.
We already know the tried-and-tested solutions
to our energy needs. Fracking isn't one of them.  
|friendsoftheearth.uk/climate-change/fracking

Expert views from Durham University:
Prof Jon Gluyas, Director of Durham Energy
Institute said: “Can fracking for shale gas
alleviate the UK’s energy supply crisis? No! 
  "We have, to put it bluntly, the wrong kind of
shale. ‘Crispy’ shale, which is brittle and rich in
silica, is what is needed for fracking ... and most
UK shale is especially rich in malleable clays that
won’t hold a fracture well. We also have the
wrong kind of geology ... and our island is too
crowded to get in the thousands of wells to
sustain a shale-gas industry. 
  Prof Andrew Aplin, Department of Earth
Sciences, said: “Risks associated with fracking in
the UK are manageable within a strict regulatory
framework. But shale gas would only make a
significant dent to UK imports if, over the next
few years, thousands of successful wells are
drilled at hundreds of sites across northern
England. This isn’t realistic ... and would be highly
inconsistent with the government’s recently
published and urgent net zero strategy”.

For more views, see: www.sciencemediacentre.org

was told, gas would be used to generate
electricity for the site. Many Parish
Councils also vehemently objected.

REACTION
Fossil Free East Yorkshire said:
“Fossil fuels must stay in the ground for
any chance of a 'liveable future'.  
  "The head of the UN put it plainly: oil
companies 'are guilty of arson of our
only home. ... Delay means death'. 
   "Our government and councils have a
duty to act now to protect us, and they
have failed. 
  "We gave them robust grounds to
refuse this application on traffic and
more. But some councillors mistakenly
saw this as a choice between the needs
of local residents and the nation. 
  "In fact, it is a choice between the
profits of an oil company, and a liveable
future for all. They sided with the oil
company, and poured oil on the fires of
climate change.
  "But there is still a brief window to act;
climate change is not going away and
neither are we. Quite the reverse. We will
continue to fight in any way we can.”
  Welcoming ERYC's decision to approve,
Rathlin Energy said: "We will deliver on
our promise to continue to be a good
neighbour." 

rathlin-energy.co.uk/latest-update/

West Newton approved
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ON 17 MARCH, the Planning Committee
of East Riding of Yorkshire Council
(ERYC) approved a planning application
for decades of oil production and a
major expansion of West Newton A
wellsite in Holderness. They also voted
to allow another 3 years of exploration
at nearby West Newton B wellsite.
  In both cases they voted 10 in favour, 
1 against. ERYC's Planning Committee
consists of 9 Conservatives, 2
Independent and 1 Lib-Dem. Cllr Davison
(the Lib-Dem) was the sole vote against.
It was not clear whether a 12th member
of the committee was present by Zoom.

REVISED APPLICATION
The West Newton A Application had
been refused in September, so Rathlin
Energy submitted a revised application
in an attempt to address the councillors'
concerns. It is slightly smaller with 2
fewer wells, but daily traffic numbers
remained unchanged.

OVERWHELMING OBJECTIONS
The revised application still received
hundreds of comments. 99% Objected
(417). Only 4 comments Supported, and
one of the reasons given was that we
need the gas. This development will not
supply any gas, as it will all be burnt on
site during the testing phase (up to 180
days). During production, the meeting 

East Riding Council approves fossil fuel extraction plans 
 despite climate emergency and overwhelming objections

support security of supply
be compatible with the path to net zero
contribute to reducing the supply gap 
bring meaningful local inward
investment and jobs to the East Riding

Rathlin Energy (UK) says its projects will:

 

Back to frack?
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https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate-change/renewable-energy-uk-how-wind-wave-and-sun-will-power-uk
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate/end-coal-uk-why-burning-coal-nearly-over
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate/how-can-uk-secure-affordable-energy-everyone
https://newplanningaccess.eastriding.gov.uk/newplanningaccess/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=neighbourComments&keyVal=R49CKXBJ0UV00


For many, the Royal Horticulture Society
(RHS) is epitomised by annual flower
shows such as Chelsea, Hampton Court
and Tatton Park. However, behind the
perfection serious horticultural research
is being undertaken at the RHS HQ at
Wisley in Surrey. 
  Recently, representatives of several Hull
and East Riding environmental business
and community groups had the
opportunity to visit RHS Wisley and meet
Environmental Horticulture staff who are
researching the impact of climate change
on horticulture and gardens, and planning
how the UK can adapt to this crisis.
  The visit was organised and funded by
the University of Hull’s Flood Innovation
Centre. Those small businesses and
community groups making the trip were
Miresbeck Nursery, EMS, Down to Earth,
Time Bank (MAGIC), Friends of Garrowby
Orchard, Rooted in Hull and the Yorkshire
Wildlife Trust.  
  Mark Gush, Head of Environmental
Horticulture at RHS Wisley, explained the
organisation's policy on gardening for the
health of people, plants and planet and
its sustainability strategy. The aim is for
the RHS as a whole to be carbon net
positive for nature and people, and water
neutral by 2030. 
  The RHS wants to be recognised as the
UK leader in scientific knowledge with
regard to the interaction between
gardening, the environment and human
health. In practical terms, this has so far 
 involved, for example, measuring the
transpiration* rates of trees in a controlled
environment, to gauge water take-up for
preventative flood mitigation, urban
cooling and carbon storage in restricted
spaces like gardens.  
  Key findings showed that, in gardens,
genus Cupressus (evergreens such as
cypress) have the best relative
transpiration rates for preventative flood
mitigation; Prunus have the largest
absolute transpiration rates, but are not
good in drought-prone areas; Pyrus and
Prunus have the largest total growth for
carbon storage; and Crataegus, Malus
and Prunus have the largest crown
volume for shading in gardens. 
  For more advice on what gardeners can
expect and how to plant for climate
change, the RHS have produced this
useful web page www.rhs.org.uk/plants/
types/trees/for-climate-change 

Friends of Garrowby
Orchard's Paul Collinson
reflects on a hot topic

The visiting representatives from each
group were then able to present their
respective projects to those at the
meeting and demonstrate how they are
improving the ecology and environment
in their community, and the wellbeing of
those they work with, either as suppliers,
advisors or through engagement. 
  It showed that. beyond the garden
fence, many groups and organisations in 
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20C at Wisley in mid-March

Hull and East Riding are actively taking
part in and promoting a way forward for
preventative flood mitigation, water-
saving, urban cooling and increasing tree
cover for the health of people and nature.
  However, one of the main outcomes
from the visit was a chance for those 
of us taking part to get to know more
about what each of our respective
organisations do here in Hull and the
immediate area, and for further meetings
with each other.
 
*Transpiration describes how water
moves through plants and evaporates
from leaves, stems and flowers.

In 2006,, Hugh Barton and
Marcus Grant published the
ecosystem model of health
determinants relating to the
built environment, pictured. 

Barton and Grant's model is
widely used to assist in
understanding interactions
between different aspects
of society and the
environment.

A health map for the 
local human habitat

https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/types/trees/for-climate-change
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/types/trees/for-climate-change


Ingredients (Serves 4)  
300g pasta (usually macaroni but any shaped pasta will work)  
225g Carrots – cut into small chunks  
650-750g potatoes (squash and different potato varieties also work),
peeled and cut into small chunks  
175ml sunflower oil  
150ml water  
40g nutritional yeast  
2 tbsp lemon juice  
3 tsp salt

However, this service is NOT eligible for
the £99 scheme and is subject to both
the property and occupant qualifying for
the new funding.
  The first step is to carry out a technical
survey and, if your home is suitable, the
works are booked in for installation at a
mutually convenient time. On completion
of cavity-wall insulation, you will receive
a 25-year guarantee from the Cavity
Insulation Guarantee Agency (CIGA)..
  A Willerby resident who successfully
applied for the scheme, said: "We are
very pleased with the scheme. We have
found the house retains heat during the
day and also at night the temperature
does not go down much. We found Heat
Insulation Ltd very helpful and the
workers carried out their work in a
professional manner."
  If you need to insulate your home or
require more information on the funding
offered, contact Heat Insulation Ltd to
book your free survey on 01482
588591, or apply online at www.heat-
insulation.co.uk, quoting "ERYCInsulation".

EMILY'S AMAZING MAC 'N' CHEESEEMILY'S AMAZING MAC 'N' CHEESE

RESIDENTS in the East Riding are being
offered the opportunity to install cavity
wall and loft insulation for just £99 to
homeowners and private sector tenants.
  Heat Insulation Ltd, a family owned, local
company established for 30 years, have
gained access to funding to install the
cavity-wall and loft insulation for just £99
for each insulation installed. 
  The funding is via a partnership between
ScottishPower, Heat Insulation and East
Riding of Yorkshire Council (ERYC) and is
limited to a first come, first served basis.
   Heat Insulation Ltd serve thousands of
homes in the Hull and East Riding area on
behalf of ERYC, Hull City Council and
various housing associations and landlords.
During winter it is essential to keep warm
and healthy and making your home more
energy-efficient and insulated will help
you achieve this.
  Due to further partnership working, the
firm is now also able to access funding to
insulate rooms in roof spaces and internal
wall insulation providing they fit specific
criteria set out in Ofgem's guidance.
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Firm's council-backed
£99 insulation offer

Method 
1. Pre-heat the oven to 175 degrees Celsius 
2. Cook the pasta following the packet instructions 
3. Bring the carrots and potatoes to the boil in a large saucepan 
then simmer until soft ( around 15-20 minutes) 
4. Drain the water and add them to the blender 
5. Add all of the remaining ingredients to the blender and blitz 
until smooth 
6. Thoroughly mix the sauce and the pasta in an oven safe dish and 
pop in the oven until the top starts to turn golden 
7. Remove and leave to cool before serving 

Variations 
You can use the sauce recipe for any dishes that require something
cheesy - cauliflower cheese, carbonara or nachos work really well! 
Top with nuts or more nutritional yeast for a nice crunch or add in 
extra seasonal greens, such as spring cabbage or kale, to pack in 
more plant-based goodness.

One of the favourite meals in our household is Mac 'n' Cheese,
comforting food for when you need a hug on a plate! When reducing
our dairy intake it was one of the hardest meals to replicate until we
found (and slightly adapted) this amazing recipe from Viva! 

Celebrate nature’s energy – the
ancient and infinite power we get
from our sun, oceans and wind
systems – by taking part in a new
photography competition. 
  From 1 April, Ecotricity and Lush are
inviting people to submit their own 
 photographs on the theme of 
‘Nature’s Energy’. 
  A panel of three judges will assess the
entries and choose two lucky winners to
receive a personalised Lush skin-care
experience.  
  Read the terms and conditions here
before entering your photo:
www.ecotricity.co.uk/the-legal-stuff/lush-
competition-terms-and-conditions
  Send submissions to
competitions@ecotricity.co.uk 
by midnight on Earth Day, Friday 22 April.

Lush comp

http://www.heat-insulation.co.uk/
https://www.energylivenews.com/2021/12/08/activists-are-taking-the-government-in-high-court-for-lng-project-in-mozambique/
https://www.energylivenews.com/2021/12/08/activists-are-taking-the-government-in-high-court-for-lng-project-in-mozambique/
https://www.energylivenews.com/2021/12/08/activists-are-taking-the-government-in-high-court-for-lng-project-in-mozambique/
https://www.energylivenews.com/2021/12/08/activists-are-taking-the-government-in-high-court-for-lng-project-in-mozambique/
https://www.energylivenews.com/2021/12/08/activists-are-taking-the-government-in-high-court-for-lng-project-in-mozambique/
https://www.energylivenews.com/2021/12/08/activists-are-taking-the-government-in-high-court-for-lng-project-in-mozambique/
https://www.energylivenews.com/2021/12/08/activists-are-taking-the-government-in-high-court-for-lng-project-in-mozambique/


Hull-based eco-firm Bio-D has secured B Corp status - one
of only 4,615 companies around the world that meet the
"high standards of social and environmental performance,
accountability, and transparency" required.
 
What does B Corp mean?
The B Corp ('Beneficial Corporation') movement aims to help
make business a force for good by creating a different kind
of global economy. Businesses are awarded a B Corp score
based on various aspects of their business. Bio-D was
assessed on its impact on employees, suppliers, community
and the environment.

Who are Bio-D?
The company manufactures a range of cleaning products
using natural, plant-based ingredients that are cruelty free,
vegan and ethically sourced. The range comes in 100%
recycled bottles from recycling bins in the UK. All products 
are made in their factory in Marfleet, Hull

More information
www.bcorporation.net/en-us/
biod.co.uk/

Eco award
for Hull's

Households face soaring bills
and need help right now. The
quickest way the government
can do this is by investing in
renewables and funding a
council-led, street-by-street
free insulation programme.
  Instead, the government is
looking at issuing new
licences for North Sea oil and
gas, while local councils are
approving continued or
expanded drilling. Fracking is
back under consideration.

Fossil fuels not the solution
Extracting more oil and gas
will only further fuel climate
breakdown and see our bills
continue to soar.

Nuclear is not the solution 
New nuclear power stations
would take well over a
decade to build and they’re
expensive, hazardous and
produce waste that will
remain highly radioactive for
thousands of years.  

 

The acceleration in
developing offshore wind is a
welcome announcement, but
the government must go
further and make the most of
the UK’s massive onshore
wind resources. 

Fast, cheap renewables
Wind turbines are fast to
build, popular with the public
and could provide cash-
strapped households with
huge quantities of cheap
renewable power.
  We need to make clear that
the government's strategy
isn't good enough and that
investing in renewable
energy and energy-efficient
homes is the only way to
prevent millions of house-
holds being pushed into fuel
poverty. 

Make your voice heard 
Join us today:
friendsoftheearth.uk
hello@hfoe.org.uk

 

No to fossil fuels

MANY have seen the awful pictures from
Ukraine and have been wondering how to
support its people. A powerful way to show
solidarity is through sanctions which stop the
financial resources that are fuelling the war. 
 The UK government has pledged some strong
economic sanctions, but more needs to be
done to stop the regimes in Russia and Belarus
profiting from trading in resources and goods
including timber and wood products. 

JOINT STATEMENT
  On 3 March, 120 environmental and human
rights campaign groups from across Europe,
58 of them based in Ukraine, published a joint
statement calling for an immediate ban on the
import of all timber and wood products from
Russia and Belarus (including paper and wood
pellets). 
  As the joint statement says: “The financial
resources the Russian and Belarusian
governments gain from wood exports help to
equip the Russian invaders, fuel their tanks
and produce their bombs. Therefore,
consuming Russian and Belorussian wood and 

timber products means supporting death and
destruction in Ukraine.” 

SANCTIONS
The EU already applies sanctions against
wood from Belarus, and the Government of
Ukraine has called for full sanctions against
any wood imports from Russia, too. 
  Biofuelwatch has launched a campaign
asking people in the UK to send an email to
their local MP and the Secretaries of State
seeking an immediate wood import ban.

Select the links below to send an email:  

EMAIL YOUR MP:
www.biofuelwatch.org.uk/2022/please-
support-ukrainian-call-for-a-ban-on-wood-
imports-from-russia-and-belarus/ 

EMAIL THE SECRETARIES OF STATE:
www.biofuelwatch.org.uk/2022/please-
support-ukrainian-call-for-a-ban-on-wood-
imports-from-russia-and-belarus-email-
secretaries-of-state/

Call for ban on Russian wood products
Biofuelwatch campaign backs Ukraine ban on importsBiofuelwatch campaign backs Ukraine ban on imports  
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https://uncg.org.ua/support-ukraine-ban-russian-and-belorussian-wood-now/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_22_1441
https://www.facebook.com/profile/100066773590577/


  
at the former 

Hull University Botanic Gardens
 

Sunday 22 May 2022, 11.00am - 4.00pm
 

Refreshments, plant sale & tour of the greenhouses   
Admission £5 

 
         57 Thwaite Street, Cottingham, HU16 4QX

Buses 104, 105 and X47 pass the door
 

Frie
nds of Thwaite Gardens presentOpen Day

Good to Grow is a national weekend of action that
takes place from Friday 22 to Monday 25 April for
edible gardens to celebrate and prepare for the
new growing season, promote their activities and
encourage people to volunteer. 
  It’s shaping up to be a brilliant showcase of
community gardens right across the country. 
  Participating sites are also in with a chance of
winning £100. Simply tweet @UKGoodtoGrow and
tag photos with #GoodToGrow2022. 
  Register for free at www.goodtogrowuk.org/
news/feb22-good-to-grow-day-2022/ 
for access to helpful resources to promote your
garden and mark it open to volunteers on Good to
Grow’s map. This makes it easy for volunteers in
your local area to come and help out on Good to
Grow Day and throughout the year. 

It's good to grow

Actively listen and include local voices and
public interest at the heart of the process. 
Provide clearer, accessible information on
the true impacts of a proposal. 
Limit the scale and number of post-
submission amendments. 

THE STORY SO FAR
In 2021, the UK government announced more
planning reforms relating to NSIP - Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Projects. NSIPs are
large development projects, such as Transport
Routes, Power Stations or Wind Farms. 
  Whilst members of the public have
opportunities and rights to be consulted and
make representations for or against these
proposals, NSIPs can only be built when they
are approved by a government minister
(rather than a local planning authority). 
  The Planning Inspectorate examines NSIP 
 applications and advises the minister about
whether or not to grant permission. 

GRASSROOTS RESEARCH
  Friends of the Earth (FOE) undertook group
research with our grassroots network of local
groups across the nation who have been
involved in campaigns relating to this type of
planning permission to prepare our response
to the consultation survey. Our response
highlights the need for the NSIP decision-
making process to: 

While the government considers all responses
received, FOE will be undertaking further
engagement with local groups. Members who
are interested in getting involved can contact
Regional Campaign Organiser, Simon Bowens.

 

ENERGY NATIONAL POLICY STATEMENTS (NPS)
Alongside this consultation, the Department
for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy
published a revised suite of Energy NPS to
replace the existing national policy position.  
 FOE have put pressure on the government to
review its energy position to reflect the
climate emergency we are facing and our net-
zero and environmental commitments. 
  However, the proposed Energy NPSs have
the potential to lock us into planet-destroying
energy sources for many decades to come. 

PLANNING WHITE PAPER REFORMS
We are led to believe that a stand-alone piece
of planning legislation has been scrapped, and
a more limited change to planning rules will
be incorporated as part of the Levelling Up
and Regeneration Bill (due to be set out in the
forthcoming Queen’s speech). 
  Alongside this, the planning system is facing
continued changes to permitted development
rights, and the introduction of biodiversity net
gain and Local Nature Recovery Strategies
through the Environment Act 2021. 
  While we welcome the withdrawal from
devastating changes to the planning system,
which would have threatened local democracy
and continued to ignore the importance of
climate and nature in the planning balance of
decision-making, the  limited reference to
“planning” in the Levelling Up White Paper
(2022) and a more limited change to planning
rules is far from reassuring. We will be left with
the current system, which is not performing
for the world we need to live in to prevent the
most severe consequences of climate change.

CHALLENGING CAMPAIGN
With help from our local groups, FOE will
continue to challenge the government’s
planning agenda and inaction in the face of
climate and nature emergencies, to ensure we
lead the way in creating resilient places. 
  We need the government to provide the
right legal framework and national guidance
to make our climate and nature commitments
a reality. We will continue to campaign on
long-overdue climate revisions to the National
Planning Policy Framework (expected in 2023)
and the details within the Levelling Up and
Regeneration Bill later this year. 
  To support FOE's planning reform campaign,
get in touch with Regional Officer Simon
Bowens to find out how you can help: email
simon.bowens@foe.co.uk

By Rebecca Murray. Abridged from
policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/insight/governments-
latest-changes-planning-rules-are-far-reassuring

 

Government 'has failed to bring reforms in line with climate and nature goals'

Planning U-turns 'not reassuring'
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https://www.goodtogrowuk.org/good_to_grow_day
https://twitter.com/UKGoodtoGrow
https://www.goodtogrowuk.org/map/
https://takeclimateaction.uk/join
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2022-03/NSIP_Reform_Consultation_December_2021_final.pdf


Phrases such as ‘all natural’, ‘green’ and ‘eco’
sound nice but they don’t provide clear meaning
and can leave room for misinterpretation. Be
wary of any claims that are not easily defined or
supported by adequate information.

Businesses should make it easy for you to tell
how they, their product or service provides a
benefit, or is less harmful to, the environment. 

If you aren’t sure, check the ingredients, or
supporting information, and research anything
you are not familiar with.

 

Vague claims and unclear language
including terms such as ‘eco’ or
‘sustainable’ or reference to ‘natural
products’ without adequate
explanation or evidence of the claims.
Own brand eco logos and labels not
associated with an accredited
organisation.
Hiding or omitting certain information,
such as a product’s pollution levels, to
appear more eco-friendly.

The International Consumer Protection
Enforcement Network (ICPEN) hosts an
annual sweep of websites, giving consumer
authorities across the world the opportunity
to target fraudulent, deceptive or unfair
conduct online. 
  The Competition and Markets Authority
(CMA) and the Netherlands Authority for
Consumers and Markets (ACM) led the
latest sweep, focusing on misleading
environmental claims for the first time.
  As part of the international sweep, ICPEN
members have so far analysed almost 500
websites promoting products and services
across a range of sectors, including clothes,
cosmetics and food. 
  Members found that 4 in 10 of these
websites appeared to be using tactics that
could be considered misleading and
therefore potentially break consumer law.
These included:

Andrea Coscelli, Chief Executive of the
CMA, said: “Too many websites appear to
be pushing misleading claims onto
consumers, which means that companies
offering products with a genuine
environmental benefit are not getting the
customers they deserve. 
  "People should be able to easily choose
between those companies who are doing
the right thing for the environment and
those who are not.”
  The results of the international sweep 
will be used to inform the CMA’s ongoing
investigation into misleading environmental
claims, alongside results from November's
CMA survey of businesses and consumers.
 
https://www.gov.uk/topic/competition/
consumer-protection
https://icpen.org/

Action on 
A global review of randomly selected websites finds 40% of
green claims made online could be misleading consumers

If you are unsure a claim is legitimate, check it
by reading the small print or go to the company
website for evidence. 

It should not be difficult to find proof to
support a claim made by a company with
genuine environmentally friendly practices.

A good form of proof is a reputable certification
mark which indicates an alliance with an
environmental standards scheme. You can find
out more about these by searching online. Also
consider if the information provided is relevant
to the product or service you are buying.

Images of wildlife, or a logo with a leaf, can
easily convince you that you’re making an
environmentally friendly choice. 

Even the use of earthy, natural tones or a
green font can give the impression a product
or service is good for the environment.

But that might not be the case when you look
a little closer.

Don’t just rely on the marketing. Read the full
description.

Think about what you will do with both the
packaging, and the product when you have
finished with it.

It should be clear whether any environmental
claim about how to dispose of these relates to
the product, packaging, or both.

Check you fully understand how to dispose 
of the packaging and product. For example, 
is it recyclable and which bin you should use 
to do so?

A product or service may claim to be
environmentally friendly. 

But this doesn’t mean all its elements, or its
overall impact, are positive for the
environment.

There could be information that a business
doesn’t tell you.

Consider the overall environmental impact.

The Green Claims Code for shoppers
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Radio waves

What the Great Big Green Week is all about 
How to run a green week and one off events
More information about our community grants
How to promote your events on our website 
And more! 

GREAT BIG GREEN GRANT
 Great Big Green Week 24 September - 2 October
The Great Big Green Week (GBGW) Community Fund is open. The
fund supports community groups to organise local event, activities
and festivals during the Great Big Green Week. A variety of grants
are available from £200 up to £10,000 for projects that engage the
local community and celebrate action and progress being made on
climate change. The first GBGW, last year, was the largest event for
climate and nature ever seen in the UK, with more than 5,000 events.
  All the information you need is on the website including who can
apply, what they'll fund and how to apply. You'll also find links to
alternative funders at the bottom of the page including Aviva's
Community Fund. 
  Find out more at the Great Big Green Community Meet Up on
Wednesday 27 April, 6-8pm, where you'll hear about:

EVERY BIN COUNTS
Greenpeace and Everyday Plastic are
teaming up to create the UK’s biggest
nationwide investigation into
household plastic waste. The Big
Plastic Count aims to uncover the
truth about how much plastic is
passing through the nation's homes
and what happens to it, in order to
push the government, brands and
supermarkets to take bold action. 

IIIn briefn briefn brief
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IF YOU were listening to BBC Radio 4's Any Questions with
Chris Mason on Saturday 2 April, 1:10pm, you'll have heard
one of our members pose a burning question to the panel.
 After introducing Sir Ed Davey MP, Louise Haigh MP, Robert
Jenrick MP and Tommy Sheppard MP, Chris turned to our
own Hilary Byers, who asked: "With rising energy costs
should we be exploiting more of our gas and oil reserves?"
  With the panel 3:1 against extracting any more fossil fuels
but in favour of ramping up development of renewables and
home insulation solutions, it was left to Hilary to sum up:
  "We've got to move away from fossil fuels if we're going
to do anything about climate change, " she insisted, adding:
"And we need some serious investment in all our
renewables, including tidal, which often gets forgotten."

Now on BBC Sounds www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0015vmf

  The UK produces more plastic packaging per person than almost any other
country in the world – only the US is worse – and our recycling systems
cannot cope.  This year, the government is starting to decide targets to
reduce plastic waste - and you can help set them. 
  Here comes the (citizen) science bit: the survey, which is supported by
naturalist and TV presenter Chris Packham and actor Bonnie Wright,
involves counting all the plastic packaging you throw away over one week.
Be like Chris and Bonnie: Sign up!

For more info and a video go to: thebigplasticcount.com/how-it-works

UKWIN UPDATE

The UK’s Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) is a mechanism by which 
 electricity producers pay towards the carbon cost of their activity.
For years incinerator operators have been exempt from the scheme,
but the government is now proposing to close this loophole.
  UKWIN supports the inclusion of incineration in the ETS in line with
the proposals, but also want to make the case for extending the
metrics to include biogenic carbon in the future.
  Find the UK-wide consultation at: www.gov.uk/government/
consultations/developing-the-uk-emissions-trading-scheme-uk-ets 

UK ETS -  17 June 2022

Focusing on England, the UK Government is consulting on a number of
environmental targets, including: “halving the waste that ends up at
landfill or incineration by 2042". This would make it clear that much of
the waste that the incineration industry is proposing as incinerator
feedstock should instead be reduced, reused and recycled.
  The Government claims the target “would represent a municipal
recycling rate of around 70-75% by 2042”, and so this goes beyond the
Resources and Waste Strategy’s ambition to reach 65% recycling by
2035. While UKWIN would like to see the timeframe for improvements
shortened to more rapidly transition to a circular economy, adopting
this target would be helpful for the anti-incineration movement.
  The consultation page is at https://consult.defra.gov.uk/natural-
environment-policy/consultation-on-environmental-targets

Environmental Targets - 11 May 2022

CAMPAIGN

UK Without Incineration

£2,000 grants for pilot projects to explore how new approaches to
financial exclusion can enable people experiencing food insecurity to
eat well and reduce the impact on poor health outcomes and diet. 
£500 grants for smaller projects that bring communities together
over the medium of food.

Hull Food Partnership's programme, funded by Reckitt's and HCC, offers: 

 
To find out if you are eligible and details of how to apply:
nurturehull.org.uk/food-inequality-small-grant-funding-programme/

Deadline for applications is 8 May 2022 

FOOD INEQUALITY SMALL GRANTS OPEN

https://theclimatecoalition.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e71f91445b512de23a42499e6&id=3645abb753&e=8d097a13bd
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/
https://www.everydayplastic.org/
https://campaign-statistics.com/link_click/vWP38aKipZ_iKbCw/3b56882deaf6e06bfd8ed434425cb0f1
https://campaign-statistics.com/link_click/vWP38aKipZ_iKbCw/3b56882deaf6e06bfd8ed434425cb0f1
https://campaign-statistics.com/link_click/vWP38aKipZ_iKbCw/3060b0c7fe59b77a17ac5319256a9167


Protesting West Newton

Having a (masked) ball at
Constable/Butterfly City 

InIn
PicturesPictures

Butterfly City, Pickering Orchard

Axe Drax

Tending the Green Corridor
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Protesting West Newton 

Fun times!



Hull Friends of the Earth contacts: 

Title (please tick):    

Name:

Postal address:

Postcode:

How do you want to receive Eco? (Tick)  By email (in colour)?         In print by post (black and white)?

Payment

         

Please make an annual Standing Order or bank payment if possible - it means we don’t need to send
reminders! Use your name as the reference to make sure we can identify your payment. 

Bank details: Payee Hull FOE     Sort Code 05-05-25     Account No 27534801
Cheques payable to: Hull Friends of the Earth

Data protection: We will keep your details safe and only use them to manage Hull Friends of the Earth 
group and keep you informed. You have the right to see the data and request its removal at any time.

I agree to Hull Friends of the Earth storing and using the data provided for the above purposes:       
Signature: 

Please send this form, and cheque if applicable, to Treasurer/Membership Secretary

Mr      Mrs      Ms      Mx  

Alister Heywood, 90 Sunny Bank, Hull HU3 1LF 
ecohullfoe@gmail.com   Tel 07968 088482

Membership
Email:

 
Phone:

 

Rohan Lewis, 121 New Village Road, Cottingham HU16 4ND
rohan2@rohan2.karoo.co.uk  Tel 01482 844629

Treasurer/Membership Secretary

Coordinator 
Claire Gribben, hello@hfoe.org.uk or
clairegribben@me.com  Tel 07740 381905

Eco Editor  (welcomes your news,
articles and photos for Hull Eco)

Membership Fee
£10 waged    £5 unwaged

Donation

TOTAL

£

£

£

www.hfoe.org.uk                   
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